Covid-19 Risk Assessment for WINDSOR NURSERY SCHOOL

Covid-19 is a new illness that can affect your lungs and airways. It is caused by a virus called SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19). Symptoms can be mild, moderate, severe or fatal.

The Government has announced that from the 1% June 2020 schools should welcome back all reception, year 1 and year 6 pupils as well as all children below
statutory school age and any vulnerable pupils and children of key workers. City of Wolverhampton Council principles mean that safety is more important than
numbers of children in schools and settings at any time.

To support schools with this phased introduction, below is a draft copy of a generic Risk Assessment for dealing with the current Covid-19 situation in a school
setting. It is not likely to cover all scenarios and each school must consider their own unique circumstances and adapt this template accordingly, having due
regard to the ‘considerations’ section detailed at the end of the document and the following Government Guidance:

e Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings
o Actions for education and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 2020 Most
e COVID-19: cleaning in non-healthcare settings e

The cross-infection control measures considered in the risk assessment below is based upon the ' Elimination
following hierarchy of control:

o Elimination — Completely eliminating exposure to the hazard. The most effective control,
e.g. stay home, work remotely, avoid public areas.

e Substitution — Replacing the hazard with a non-hazardous object, device or substance
(none currently identified). L= : Engineering

e Engineering Controls — Isolating the person from the hazard through physical or mechanical = ; Controls
means e.g. barriers, partitions, ropes, hands free equipment etc.

e Administrative Controls — Changes made to the way that people work e.g. social distancing
procedure, floor markings, cough / sneeze etiquette procedure, hand hygiene, cleaning and
disinfection etc.

e Personal Protective Equipment — Equipment worn by the person to protect themselves from
real or potential hazards, e.g. gloves, aprons, safety glasses, masks, etc.

e Community Protective equipment — Equipment worn by a person to prevent community
spread from an asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19. This is the last line of defense and its
effectiveness depends on community use and their ability to adopt disinfection, distancing,
and hygiene practices (not considered in school risk assessment as beyond the control of
a school). Least
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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different toilets to the rest of the school to minimise the spread of any
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isolation requiraments. To contact other schoolmamoers o nfom theta
positive case has been identified and infom aloout symplams towaich out
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Etting).
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Gves, gprans, mesks, visors, should be carefully
removed 10 reduce contamination and disposed of

e Lateral Flow Testing
December 2020 update:

Lateral flow test sites for non-symptomatic individuals only and times
highlighted to staff last week of December term with information about

purpose, reliability and use of these.
January 2021 Update:

Expanding sites for lateral flow tests shared and staff use of these

recommended for use routinely (twice or once a week)

Parents of children attending on site informed and requested to get a
weekly or bi-weekly lateral flow test to contribute to the controls to reduce
asymptomatic community transmission when coming to Windsor Nursery

School.

HT 14Dec200 | 14Dec200

Saff 4Jen2021 | 4Jan202
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e School monitors daily any staff absence.

e Everyone is instructed to monitor themselves and the children in their pod for

H | Safing organisalion pen

symptoms of coronavirus and highlight these to the HT/DHT immediately. apnonly

o Staff do not return to school before the appropriate ‘self-isolation’ period has

passed, in line with national guidance.

availability where possble withminmel ccnlggs being

Daily attendance monitoring in place
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o Maregament will pramoie mental health & wellbeing anareness to staff duning
the Coronavirus outiresk and will offer whetever support they can to hebp.
¢ Reguiar carmunication of mental health infomnation and an opentdoor policy for

thosewho need additional support.
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Please see additional letter sent to parentson 22520
Considerations for additional control messures:
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For shared rooms:

® use halls, dining areas and internal and external sports facilities for lunch and exercise at half capacity. If class groups take staggered breaks between lessons, these areas can be shared as long as different groups do not mix (and especially
do not play sports or games together) and adequate cleaning between groups between groups is in place, following the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance.
® stagger the use of staff rooms and offices to limit occupancy.

Reduce the use of shared resources:

® by limiting the amount of shared resources that are taken home and limit exchange of take-home resources between children, young people and staff.

® by seeking to prevent the sharing of stationery and other equipment where possible. Shared materials and surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected more frequently.

® although practical lessons can go ahead if equipment can be cleaned thoroughly and the classroom or other learning environment is occupied by the same children or young people in one day, or properly cleaned between cohorts
(Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings).

Staff to child ratios:

® Guidance on staff to child ratios from the Government for pre-school children in early years settings within Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) continue to apply as set out here, and we recommend using these to group children.
(Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings) Where the physical layout of a setting does not allow small groups of children to be kept at a safe distance apart, we expect practitioners to
exercise judgement in ensuring the highest standards of safety are maintained. As stated above, caps on humbers for any session may provide support social distancing. (Actions for educational and childcare settings to prepare for wider
opening from 1 June 2020)

Additional considerations:
Effective communication is key and cannot be under estimated. Please ensure;

o Everyone is reminded of public health advice and any updates in this fast-changing situation.

e Everyone is vigilant and instructed to monitor themselves and others and look out for similar symptoms if a pupil or staff member has been sent home with suspected coronavirus.

e The school is informed by pupils’ parents when pupils return to school after having coronavirus — the school informs the relevant staff.

o Staff inform the headteacher when they plan to return to work after having coronavirus.

¢ The headteacher contacts the local public health team immediately about any suspected cases of coronavirus, even if they are unsure, and discusses if any further action needs to be taken. Schools put into place any actions or
precautions advised by their local public health team.

e Schools keep staff, pupils and parents adequately updated about any changes to infection control procedures as necessary.

e Schools publish their completed risk assessment on their website.

e Schools consult staff on the risk assessment process and share key findings from the risk assessment process with all staff and empower and encourage staff to communicate any matters of concern / any areas for improvement.
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